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May 9, 2001

Mr. Michael Powell o q’é - 45’_

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powel,

Cur teacher told us today about the plan to cut the eRate money for our schoof
bacause Cleveland schools have already received eRate money. | just wani to
let vou xnow that | don't think that is fair. If the funding from eRate is cut,
Cleveland schoois will not be able to afford to pay for us to be able to use the
internet at aschool.

We are growing up in a world where it is important for us to be able to use the
irternel. We use it for research. We can do projects with other schools all
around the world. We learn so much from it — things that textbocks cannot teach
us. Most of our families do not have computers at home, so schooi is the oniy
piace where we can have these kinds of experiences.

Please rethink your ideas and make sure that our school district can get eRate
again next year. Remember, we are the future generation! Piease help us.
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Sincerely yours,
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Mr. John Metzger

Walton Elementary School
3409 Walton Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

May 9. 220

Mr. Michael K Powell

Federal Communication Commission
U5 Twelth Street SW.
Woshing\‘on, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

I am a second 9rode teacher in the Cleveland. Ohio Municipal School
District My children are from mosHy poor and Hispanic families. We use
the compm‘ers dai!y in our class work to enable them to develop the best
educational sys+em that we can.

The compujrers are used to teach p‘honics and reading skills. wrihng
skills and math and science The children in my class are exposed to the
mmpu{'er dci!y and we use many of the skills H\ey learn there in the other
class work that H\ey do.

I would apprecio+e you keeping the funding levels at the current rates
if Possib|e even increase them. The children in our |or9e urban communities
need these funds to help them become fuli ﬂedged members of the socie’ry in
which Hwey must function as responsible adults. Using the compu*ers for
cdvoncing recding skills my children have advanced one half 9rcde level over

where H*\ey should be this year.

?honk )IOU {\Of‘ yOUP concern,

Mr. John Mew‘zger
Walton School
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